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Prior  t o  a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e - o f - s t a t i o n  
t r a n s f e r ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  p u r c h a s e d  a mobile 
home t o  be u s e d  a s  h i s  r e s i d e n c e  a t  o l d  
s t a t i o n .  The  p u r c h a s e  was c o v e r e d  by a 
p r o m i s s o r y  n o t e  and  i n s t a l l m e n t  l o a n  con-  
t r a c t .  Under  i t s  terms, t i t l e  r e m a i n e d  i n  
s e l l e r  u n t i l  n o t e  was p a i d ;  t h e  mobile 
home wou ld  r e m a i n  i n  t r a i l e r  p a r k  u n t i l  
n o t e  was p a i d ;  and  p u r c h a s e r  would p a y  
m o n t h l y  space r e n t a l  f e e .  Employee con-  
t e n d s  p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  p r e c l u d e d  h im 
f rom moving  t r a i l e r  a n d  claims r e i m b u r s e -  
ment f o r  cost  o f  m o n t h l y  space r e n t a l  
u n d e r  FTH p a r a .  2-6.2h f o r  mon ths  f o l l o w -  
i n g  t r a n s f e r ,  Employee  has  d u t y  t o  a v o i d  
o r  m i n i m i z e  s u c h  e x p e n s e s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e .  
J e f f r e y  S.  Kassel, 56  Comp. Gen. 20 
( 1 9 7 6 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e  
b a l a n c e  d u e  o n  n o t e  could be prepaid 
w i t h o u t  p e n a l t y .  Record  does n o t  show 
t h a t  e m p l o y e e  made a n y  a t tempt  to  p a y  off 
t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b a l a n c e  o n  t h e  n o t e ,  w h i c h  
would a l low h i m  t o  move t h e  mobile home, 
o r  t o  t a k e  a n y  o t h e r  a c t i o n  t h a t  would  
h a v e  m i t i g a t e d  h i s  costs .  T h e r e f o r e ,  
r e i m b u r s e m e n t  i s  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d .  

T h i s  d e c i s i o n  is i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  
F i n a n c e  O f f i c e r ,  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  S o u t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  
O f f i c e ,  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  w h e t h e r  a n  e m p l o y e e  may b e  reim- 
bursed f o r  mobile home space r e n t a l  p a y m e n t s  a s  a r e l o c a t i o n  
e x p e n s e  item i n c i d e n t  t o  a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  of s t a t i o n .  T h e  
e m p l o y e e  may n o t  b e  r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s .  

M r .  D a n i e l  J.  Pr ice ,  a n  e m p l o y e e  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
P a r k  S e r v i c e ,  a c c e p t e d  a p e r m a n e n t  c h a n g e  o f  s t a t i o n  t h a t  
requi red  h i m  t o  move from G u n n i s o n ,  C o l o r a d o ,  to  t h e  
E v e r g l a d e s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k ,  Homestead, F l o r i d a ,  i n  F e b r u a r y  
1982 .  I t  appears t h a t  i n  May 1 9 8 0 ,  w e l l  b e f o r e  t h e  t r a n s -  
f e r ,  M r .  P r ice  p u r c h a s e d  a mobile  home i n  G u n n i s o n  and  used 
it  a s  h i s  r e s i d e n c e .  
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The p u r c h a s e  a g r e e m e n t  e x e c u t e d  b y  him o n  May 5, 1980 ,  
p r o v i d e d ,  among o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  t h a t  t h e  p u r c h a s e  p r i ce  of t h e  
mobile home was s e c u r e d  b y  a p r o m i s s o r y  n o t e  to  b e  p a i d  i n  
36 m o n t h l y  i n s t a l l m e n t s .  F u r t h e r ,  t i t l e  to  t h e  mobile home 
would be r e t a i n e d  by  t h e  s e l l e r  u n t i l  t h e  p r o m i s s o r y  n o t e  
was p a i d  i n  f u l l .  An a d d i t i o n a l  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  
was t h a t  t h e  mobile home was t o  r e m a i n  a t  t h e  named mobile 
home park ,  " a t  a l l  times d u r i n g  t h e  l i f e  of t h i s  l o a n , "  and  
t h a t  N r .  Pr ice  was to  p a y  t h e  p u b l i s h e d  m o n t h l y  space r e n t a l  
( $ l o o ) ,  " f o r  t h e  l i f e  o f  t h i s  n o t e  a n d  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  mobile 
home is parked ,"  a t  t h e  mobile home park .  

M r .  P r ice  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  u n d e r  t h e  terms o f  t h e  
purchase a g r e e m e n t ,  h e  c o u l d  n o t  a v o i d  t h e  payment  o f  t h e  
r e n t a l  o f  t h e  space b e c a u s e  h e  c o u l d  n o t  move t h e  m o b i l e  
home when h e  t r a n s f e r r e d .  Based o n  t h a t ,  h e  asser t s  
e n t i t l e m e n t  t o  be r e i m b u r s e d  f o r  t h e  space r e n t a l  cos t s  
u n d e r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of paragraph 2-6.2h o f  t h e  F e d e r a l  
T r a v e l  R e g u l a t i o n s ,  FPMR 101-7 (September 1 9 8 1 )  (FTR). 

We d i s a g r e e  w i t h  Mr. Pr ice 's  a n a l y s i s .  Paragraph 
2-6.2h o f  t h e  FT'R p r o v i d e s  i n  p a r t :  

"h .  S e t t l e m e n t  o f  a n  u n e x p i r e d  lease. 
E x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  f o r  s e t t l i n g  a n  u n e x p i r e d  
lease ( i n c l u d i n g  month- to-month  r e n t a l )  o n  
r e s i d e n c e  q u a r t e r s  o c c u p i e d  b y  t h e  e m p l o y e e  
a t  t h e  o l d  o f f i c i a l  s t a t i o n  may i n c l u d e  
b r o k e r ' s  f e e s  f o r  o b t a i n i n g  a s u b l e a s e  o r  
c h a r g e s  f o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n  u n e x p i r e d  lease.  
S u c h  e x p e n s e s  a r e  r e i m b u r s a b l e  when 
( 1 )  appl icable  laws o r  t h e  terms of t h e  lease 
p r o v i d e  f o r  paymen t  o f  s e t t l e m e n t  e x p e n s e s ,  
( 2 )  s u c h  e x p e n s e s  c a n n o t  be a v o i d e d  by  sub- 
lease o r  o ther  a r r a n g e m e n t ,  ( 3 )  t h e  e m p l o y e e  
h a s  n o t  c o n t r i b u t e d  to  t h e  e x p e n s e  by f a i l i n g  
t o  g i v e  appropr i a t e  lease  t e r m i n a t i o n  n o t i c e  
p r o m p t l y  a f t e r  h e / s h e  h a s  d e f i n i t e  knowledge  
o f  t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  a n d  ( 4 )  t h e  b r o k e r ' s  f e e s  
o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  charges a re  n o t  i n  e x c e s s  
o f  t h o s e  c u s t o m a r i l y  c h a r g e d  f o r  comparable 
s e r v i c e s  i n  t h a t  l o c a l i t y .  * * *I1 
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Under paragraph 2-6.1 of t h e  same regu la t ions ,  t h e  above 
en t i t l ement  a l s o  includes set t lement  of an unexpired l ease  
on a l o t  on w h i c h  a mobile home was located and used by the 
employee a s  h i s  res idence a t  t h e  old s t a t i o n .  

t i on  w i t h  e a r l y  termination of l e a s e s ,  o r  i n a b i l i t y  t o  
terminate such l e a s e s  may be reimbursed under paragraph 
2 - 6 . 2 h ,  imp l i c i t  i n  those provis ions is t h a t  the expenses 
incurred a r e  reasonable and t h a t  the employee attempted t o  
avoid t h e i r  i m m s i t i o n ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  attempted t o  minimize 

While expenses incurred o r  l o s ses  suf fered  i n  connec- 

Edward J .  Jason, B- 
Norman Mikal 

them. J e f f r ey -S .  Kassel,  56 Comp. Gen. 20 ( 1 9 7 6 ) ;  and 
- m186035, November 2, 1976.  Compare 
.ac ,  - 6 2  Comp. Gen. 319 ( 1 9 8 3 ) .  

I n  t h e  present  case ,  there  is  nothing i n  t h e  record 
t o  show t n a t  M r .  P r i c e  took any ac t ion  t o  avoid the contin- 
ued imposition of t h e  space r e n t a l  c o s t s ,  o r  t o  mi t iga t e  
those c o s t s  i n  any way. There was no  long term l ease  agree- 
ment f o r  space r e n t a l .  Such agreement a s  ex i s t ed  was only a 
month-to-month r e n t a l  agreement, s ince  t h e  use of the space, 
and payment t h e r e f o r ,  was only required f o r  any month  he 
s t i l l  owed a p a r t  of the mobile home purchase p r i c e  t o  t h e  
s e l l e r .  

Although Mr. P r i ce  a s s e r t s  a s  the b a s i s  f o r  h i s  claim 
t h a t  he was prevented from moving the  mobile home a t  t h a t  
t i m e  because of the terms of t h e  purchase agreement, t h a t  is 
not q u i t e  c o r r e c t .  The  only r e s t r i c t i o n  on t h e  movement of 
the mobile home was t h a t  i t  had t o  be completely paid fo r .  
Notwithstanding t h a t  general  r e s t r i c t i o n ,  c lause 2 of the 
purchase agreement s p e c i f i c a l l y  authorized M r .  P r ice  t o  pre- 
pay amounts due on the  note a t  any ti'me, without penal ty .  
T h u s ,  one poss ib le  method of mi t iga t ing  the c o s t s  would have 
been t o  a t  l e a s t  attempt t o  pay off  t h e  remainder of t h e  
note p r i o r  t o  t h e  t r a n s f e r ,  take t i t l e  t o  t h e  mobile home 
and move it .  Even if i t  is assumed t h a t  M r .  P r i c e ' s  finan- 
c i a l  circumstances would not permit h i m  t o  redeem the note 
a t  t h a t  time, i n  view of the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  unpaid balance 
on the note diminished monthly, i t  is our view t h a t  a t  some 
p o i n t  long before the  l a s t  monthly ins ta l lment  came due, he 
could have accomplished the same r e s u l t .  I n  t h i s  regard,  
we understand t h a t  even a f t e r  he completely paid of f  and 
redeemed t h e  promissory note ,  i n  o r  approximately June 1983, 
he permitted h i s  mobile home t o  simply remain a t  the park. 
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An e m p l o y e e  is a l w a y s  r e q u i r e d  to  make a r e a s o n a b l e  
e f f o r t  to m i n i m i z e  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  t e r m i n a t i n g  a lease.  
J e f f r e y  S.  Kassel, s u p r a .  T h i s  d u t y  c o n t i n u e s  e v e n  a f t e r  
a n  e m p l o y e e  h a s  r e a c h e d  h i s  new d u t y  s t a t i o n .  Amilcare J. 
Ciarrocca,  8-183018,  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1976 .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  s i n c e  there  is  no  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  M r .  Pr ice  
made a n y  a t t e m p t  t o  a v a i l  h i m s e l f  o f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  
secure l e g a l  t i t l e  a n d  move t h e  mobile  home, t he reby  a v o i d -  
i n g  o r  m i n i m i z i n g  t h e  i m p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  r e n t  charge ,  o r  to  
take  a n y  o t h e r  a c t i o n  to  m i t i g a t e  h i s  costs ,  r e i m b u r s e m e n t  
is  n o t  a u t h o r i z e d  a n d  t h e  v o u c h e r  w i l l  b e  r e t a i n e d  h e r e .  

Comptrol ley G h n e r a l  
of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
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